THE BEACON

April 2008 Edition

THE VOICE OF THE WHITEWATER VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

1417 North A Street Richmond, Indiana 47374

CLUB CALLSIGN: N9JM

REPEATER: 147.270+, with a PL Tone of 131.8 W1IDX 

SUNDAY NIGHT NET AT 8:00 PM ON 147.270+, with a PL Tone of 131.8 W1IDX

SIMPLEX: 146.490

www.73se.com/wvarc

www.wwvarc.org

YOUR CLUB OFFICERS:
                                         President               Mark Lasley          WN9L             966-5360

                                         Vice-President      Herb McAdams     N9XC             962-7757

                                          Secretary              Kathie Gunder       KC9KIE          855-3258

                                          Treasurer              Don Cook              K9GT
      855-3909
DON’T FORGET THE MEETING:  Monthly meetings are held at the Richmond Red Cross, 1417 North A Street, at 7 p.m.  In April that was the 8th, and in May it will be on the 13th.

Birthday Wishes:  None noted.

Associate Birthday Wishes:  On the 29th, Jerry Anderson.

(If I missed your birthday or got the date wrong, please let me know!)
License Exams:  The following information is from the ARRL Webpage.  For additional locations and/or dates (more than approximately 50 miles from Richmond), go to http://www.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml?zip=47374&dist=100.

12-Apr-2008 (ALSO 14-May)

Sponsor: TREATY CITY ARA

Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)

Contact: DAVID A DEAN   (937) 548-7105

VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: BRICK SCHOOLHOUSE LOCATED ON SIDE ROAD

5335 HERITAGE RD    (ON STATE ROUTE 49 SOUTH NO OF JUNCTION OF SR 49 & 127)

GREENVILLE, OH 45331

12-Apr-2008 (ALSO 14-May)

Sponsor: HUBER HEIGHTS ARC

Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)

Contact: JOHN W MARTINDILL   (937) 307-0793

Email: AB8NV@ARRL.NET
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: HUBER HEIGHTS PUBLIC LIBRARY

6160 CHAMBERSBURG RD

HUBER HEIGHTS, OH 45424

17-Apr-2008

Sponsor: QUEEN CITY EMERGENCY NET

Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)

Contact: STEVEN A LEWIS   (513) 985-9844

Email: N8TFD@ONE.NET
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: AMERICAN RED CROSS

10870 KENWOOD RD

CINCINNATI, OH 45242

19-Apr-2008

Sponsor: HENRY COUNTY ARES/RACES

Time: 3:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)

Contact: MICHAEL K BRANDT   (765) 521-0582

Email: KA9CXY@ARRL.NET
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: HENRY COUNTY EMA/DHS

107 S 12TH ST

NEW CASTLE, IN 47362

23-Apr-2008

Sponsor: MIAMI U & DIAL RADIO CLUB

Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)
REGISTRATION AT 6:00 PM

Contact: DAVID L WILLIAMSON   (513) 424-5819

Email: KD8W@ARRL.NET
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: MIAMI U - MIDDLETOWN CAMPUS

4200 E UNIVERSITY BLVD

VERITY LODGE

MIDDLETOWN, OH 45042

03-May-2008 (ALSO 07-June)

Sponsor: CINCINNATI REPEATER ASSOC INC

Time: 8:30 AM (Walk-ins allowed)

Contact: DALE W PRITCHETT   (513) 769-0789

Email: KC8HJL@ARRL.NET
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: HARTWELL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

210 PARKWAY AVE  (INTERSECTION PARKWAY/WOODBINE NEAR VINE/GALBRAITH & I-75)

CINCINNATI, OH 45216

03-May-2008

Sponsor: MIAMI COUNTY ARC

Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)

Contact: EUGENE W WADE   (937) 667-3462

VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: TROY PUBLIC LIBRARY

419 W MAIN ST

TROY, OH 45373

03-May-2008

Sponsor: WHITE WATER VALLEY ARC
Time: 9:00AM (Walk-ins allowed)

Contact: RONALD STIER   (765) 939-9183   (this is incorrect on the ARRL Website and Ron will get it changed)

Email: ronaldlstier@cs.com

VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: RED CROSS BUILDING

1417 NORTH "A" ST

RICHMOND, IN 47374

07-June-2008  See 03-May

14-June-2008  See 12-April
The Whitewater Valley Amateur Radio Club VE-Team holds testing opportunities on the first Saturday in February, May, August, and November, with the next session (as noted above) on May 3, 2008.  Tests are given at the American Red Cross from 9 to 11 a.m.  Prior to the Test Session, the VE’s will meet for breakfast at 8 a.m. at the VFW, located at 213 South 8th Street in Richmond.  All hams and prospective hams are welcome.
A note from Mike Chambers, W1IDX, Wayne County ARES:  On each Wednesday at noon the 147.270 repeater will automatically run an Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) test alert that will run at the same time that the Wayne County 9-1-1 Center test the emergency sirens in Richmond.  (These are the strange noises you hear at that time on the RFD dispatch frequency as each siren is sent a message to turn on.)
 
This test will serve to remind all of us that at any moment that you as an amateur radio operator may be needed to serve your community.  If you haven't joined your local ARES group, please contact your Emergency Coordinator (EC) to register.  For Wayne County please contact Ron Stier (W9ICZ).
Remember the Sunday Night Net, info at the top of the newsletter.
Remember the Monday night net on 147.045+ (131.8) at 8:00 P.M.  Check-ins are as follows:
1st Monday of each month:
     Chapter 205, Quarter Century Wireless Association (QCWA) 
2nd Monday:
     Wayne County SATERN (Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio Net)
3rd Monday:
     Wayne County ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) 
4th Monday:
     (Presently unassigned - have a suggestion?) 
Should there be a 5th Monday in a month, QCWA will run their net again.

All these nets are OPEN nets and all amateurs are invited to check in and pass traffic for the good of area amateurs.  You do not have to be a QCWA member or associate member to participate.

Regular QCWA national membership is limited to those who have held a license at least twenty-five years ago.  You do not have to be licensed during the entire period.  Our chapter also recognizes those amateurs and non-amateurs who support our chapter with a free Friends of the Chapter membership until such time as one has the prerequisite twenty-five years.  To join as an associate, just send an e-mail to Mike Chambers (w1idx@arrl.net) requesting to join.  Ask Mike about the monthly breakfast meetings, too.

From the ARRL newsletter:  GET READY FOR WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY ON APRIL 18 

Each year on the anniversary of its founding, April 18, the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) marks World Amateur Radio Day. On this 83rd anniversary of its inaugural meeting in Paris, the IARU dedicates World Amateur Radio Day to the future of Amateur Radio with its theme, "Amateur Radio: A Foundation for Technical Knowledge." 

It is no secret that many professionals in the field of radio, TV, communications and electronics have started their technical education as young radio amateurs. Although Amateur Radio has a different face nowadays -- Digital Communications, Voice over Internet Protocol, Satellite up- and downlinks and more -- it is even of greater value as a foundation for technical knowledge for youngsters. And much more -- it is and should be used as a unique attraction for future young radio amateurs. 

World Amateur Radio Day provides an occasion to promote and publicize Amateur Radio. Amateur Radio clubs are encouraged to find suitable ways of celebrating World Amateur Radio Day. Many ways can be considered -- inviting youngsters to visit radio clubs, showing up on the air with a special call sign, organizing a station in a public area with media coverage or publicly honoring amateurs who have made significant contributions. Whatever method is chosen, clubs should think about publishing a press release for the media, giving the background to World Amateur Radio Day and promoting the value of Amateur Radio as a foundation for a technical career. 

The ARRL will be very pleased to hear how Amateur Radio clubs chose to celebrate World Amateur Radio Day. Share your stories and photos with us, so that they may be shared with the Amateur Radio community. E-mail your submissions to ARRL Affiliated Club/Mentor Program Supervisor Norm Fusaro, W3IZ <clubs@arrl.org>;. Please be sure to put "World Amateur Radio Day" in the subject line. -- Information provided by IARU   



(Copied straight from http://www.arrl.org/arrlletter/08/0404/)
For Contest Information, you can go to http://www.arrl.org/contests/months/apr.html.   One contest you may be interested in:  K0S Strange Antenna Challenge 
The Strange Antenna Challenge, k0s, takes place over the entire Memorial Day Weekend. _OUR_ antennas are NOT permitted to be constructed of wire or metal pipe. Past antennas have included such items as metal folding chairs, chicken wire, fences, trampolines, ladders, and trucks. We intend to remain in the general class portion of all bands used. In the past, we have spent the most time on 20- or 40-meters. NON-k0s stations may use any antenna they wish. Additional information and updates may be found at http://www.n0ew.org/k0s/
Mark Your Calendar:  Next VE Test Session on Saturday, May 3rd at the American Red Cross, 1417 North A Street from 9:00 AM until 11:00 AM. (The VE’s will meet for breakfast at the VFW at 8:00 AM.)
Mark Your Calendar:  The Dayton Hamvention will be May 16-18, 2008.  Herb McAdams informed us that there’s a lot of construction going on around the Hamvention site, so you may want to find out about detours or areas to avoid.  Learn more about the Dayton Hamvention at http://www.hamvention.org/, and more about “Additional Activities” “that are amateur radio-related and occur during Hamvention® weekend” at http://www.hamvention.org/hv2008/activites/index.html.

Mark Your Calendar:  Field Day is the last full weekend in June, this year the 28th and 29th.  The Mac Shack and the nearby shelter house have been reserved for Club use, and if you can help or have questions, please contact Jack Durham (KC9MWL) at 765-914-6213 or bulldurham@juno.com.

Reminder: Club members meet at J’s II Restaurant, 850 South N Street, on Thursday afternoons at 2:00 PM. Stop by for coffee and good fellowship.

Reminder:  Renew your Club membership, if you haven’t done so!  Yearly dues are as follows:

$15
Full membership

$ 5
Associate membership*; OR under age 18, licensed; OR second licensed household member

$ 5 discount for age 65 or older (my apologies, I had this wrong in the December newsletter as $5 for age 65+ membership)

$ 5 penalty if renewing after January Club meeting.

New members who join after June 30 will pay half normal dues for the first year only.

Must be a licensed amateur.

*Associate members cannot vote or hold a Club office.

NOTE:  You can find sample license exams, class and exam dates and locations, amateur radio news, games, and many other resources on the ARRL Website at www.arrl.org.  Another great Website is QRZ.com.  Check them out!

Minutes of the Club Meeting

The April 2008 meeting was held on the 8th at the Richmond Red Cross.  President Mark Lasley (WN9L) opened the meeting and Charles Philhower (WA9KZC) prayed and led the Pledge.  There were 22 members and guests present, and everyone gave his or her name and callsign.

The minutes from the March 2008 meeting were approved as posted online.

Treasurer Don Cook (K9GT) gave the financial report and the VE account balance.  Herb McAdams (N9XC) and Ed Anderson (N9NEI) simultaneously made the motion to approve, Steve Shank (KB9HQX) seconded, motion carried.

Business:

1. Our Christmas party will be at the Golden Corral in Richmond (rather than at MCL Cafeteria) this year, on the usual meeting date (second Tuesday in December).

2. Further discussion regarding Bill Hays’s presentation, “Standing Up for Standing Waves.”  Mark will watch his DVD, and the Club will probably invite Mr. Hays here to give the presentation live so he can answer any questions.  It was again suggested that other area clubs be invited, and Herb McAdams suggested that this presentation be something to look forward to after Field Day.

3. Field Day 2008:  Chairman Jack Durham (KC9MWL) is in the process of finding radios and antennas.  We need to decide how many bands we want to work and whether to do CW.  Jeff Norris (KB9ZJV) usually provides a laptop and the logging software, and Ron Stier (W1ICZ) also has software.

4. The Red Cross is asking for volunteers from the Club for maintenance such as lawn mowing and a truck to haul unsold yard sale items to the dump.  Last year we donated $400 to the Red Cross, and the volunteer work would be in lieu of a monetary donation.

5. Jim Lasley (Mark’s father) was approached regarding communications for Richmond’s Moonlight Parade on September 13.  Club members can and will probably help in that area, but we still have time to discuss it.

6. Leon Jobe (KD8BO) will put the new tags on the trailer.

Break for coffee, cookies, and tickets.

Ron Stier (W1ICZ) covered the last two units of this series of emergency training lessons, #19 (“Alternate Communication Systems and Methods”) and #20 (“Other Learning Opportunities),” and went over the multiple-choice questions for the final test.  With the conclusion of this emergency training, the program for May is open for suggestion; possibly contacting the Boy Scouts to familiarize them with amateur radio and perhaps raise some interest.

Club patches are available from Charles Philhower (WA9KZC).

President Mark Lasley (WN9L) welcomed new members Obadiah (Obie) Rodgers (KC9NHZ) and Jerry Anderson.  We’re glad to have you!

The next WVARC test session is May 3.

Mike Chambers (W1IDX) suggested that the open net on the 4th Monday of the month could be Red Cross. Any amateur is welcome to check in on these Monday night nets.

Herb McAdams (N9XC) won the ticket drawing and donated his winnings to the Club treasury.

Ron Stier (W1ICZ) made the motion to adjourn, Jerry Toschlog (N1KON) seconded, meeting adjourned.  

 “The Best Amateur Radio Club in Richmond.”

Serving the Whitewater Valley since 1974.

The Whitewater Valley Amateur Radio Club, Inc. is an ARRL affiliated club.

The Whitewater Valley Amateur Radio Club-VE Team.

Support your club & attend a meeting.

Club Callsign: N9JM

Repeater: 147.270+, with a PL Tone of 131.8 -W1IDX

146.490 Simplex

W1IDX Repeater Group:

147.27+  (PL TONE 131.8) W Richmond 100 watts (ERP 600 watts) 100' w/ autopatch

NET SUN. NIGHT 8PM

147.045+  (PL TONE 131.8) Downtown Richmond 25 watts (ERP 150 watts) 100'

QCWA NET MON. NIGHT 8PM
147.525  (PL 131.8) Downtown Richmond 50 watts (ERP 200 watts) 80' Echo-Link

147.585 SIMPLEX (224.740- LINK) (PL TONE 131.8.) S Richmond 25 watts (ERP 100 watts) 80' Crossband Repeater

224.740- (PL 127.3) S Richmond 35 watts (ERP 175 watts) 125' w/ 147.585 repeater

444.350+ (PL 127.3) Downtown Richmond 20 watts (ERP 150) 150'
Node Number is 126898

W1IDX Repeater Group. Serving Wayne County Amateurs

Thanks to Mike Chambers, W1IDX.

147.345+, with a PL Tone of 127.3 

Thanks to Buster Webb, KG9ND

If you have any suggestions or comments, upcoming events or other information, please contact me at kathie0802@hotmail.com or 765-855-3258.  I would welcome your help and input.  Thanks!

Always many thanks to Mark Lasley (WN9L), who maintains the Club Website and (proofreads and) posts this newsletter each month!

73 - Your Newsletter Staff – 

Kathie, KC9KIE
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