THE BEACON

August 2008 Edition

THE VOICE OF THE WHITEWATER VALLEY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB, INC.

1417 North A Street Richmond, Indiana 47374

CLUB CALLSIGN: N9JM

REPEATER: 147.270+, with a PL Tone of 131.8 W1IDX 

SUNDAY NIGHT NET AT 8:00 PM ON 147.270+, with a PL Tone of 131.8 W1IDX

SIMPLEX: 146.490

www.73sps.com/wvarc

www.wwvarc.org

YOUR CLUB OFFICERS:
                                         President               Mark Lasley          WN9L             966-5360

                                         Vice-President      Herb McAdams     N9XC             962-7757

                                          Secretary              Kathie Gunder       KC9KIE          855-3258

                                          Treasurer              Don Cook              K9GT
      855-3909
DON’T FORGET THE MEETING:  Monthly meetings are held (on the second Tuesday) at the Richmond Red Cross, 1417 North A Street, at 7 p.m.  The Club met on August 12th.  The next meeting is scheduled for September 9th.

Happy Birthday!  In August, Kathie Gunder on the 2nd; Ron Stier on the 6th; and Bob Fischbach on the 29th. Lots of birthdays coming in September:  Obie Rodgers on the 2nd; Tom Jones on the 11th; Ed Anderson on the 13th; Bob Hinshaw on the 16th; Roger Lasley on the 22nd; Mark Lasley on the 26th; Russ Davis on the 27th; Don Cook on the 30th.

Happy Birthday to Associate Member Bruce Elliott on August 29th!

(If I missed your birthday or got the date wrong, please let me know!)
License Exams:  The following information is from the ARRL Webpage.  For additional locations and/or dates (more than approximately 50 miles from Richmond), you may want to click on http://www.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml?zip=47374&dist=100.

20-Aug-2008

Sponsor: MIAMI U & DIAL RADIO CLUB

Time: 7:00 PM (Walk-ins allowed)     REGISTRATION AT 6:00 PM

Contact: DAVID L WILLIAMSON     (513) 424-5819

Email: KD8W@ARRL.NET
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: MIAMI U - MIDDLETOWN CAMPUS

4200 E UNIVERSITY BLVD

VERITY LODGE

MIDDLETOWN, OH 45042

06-Sep-2008

Sponsor: CINCINNATI REPEATER ASSOC INC

Time: 8:30 AM (Walk-ins allowed)

Contact: DALE W PRITCHETT     (513) 769-0789

Email: KC8HJL@ARRL.NET
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: HARTWELL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

210 PARKWAY AVE (INTERSECTION PARKWAY/WOODBINE NEAR VINE/GALBRAITH & I-75)

CINCINNATI, OH 45216

17-Sep-2008

Sponsor: DAYTON ARA

Time: 7:00PM (Walk-ins OK if space permits, PRE-REG ONLY FOR SPECIAL NEEDS), ALL EXAMS OFFERED

Contact: MARK E ERBAUGH     (740) 845-1877

Email: N8ME@ARRL.NET
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: DARA CLUB HOUSE

6619 BELLEFONTAINE RD

HUBER HEIGHTS, OH 45424

27-Sep-2008

Sponsor: HANCOCK COUNTY ARC

Time: 9:00 AM (Walk-ins allowed)

Contact: LARRY R CARD     (317) 891-7762

Email: CARDRG@MW.NET
VEC: ARRL/VEC
Location: GREENFIELD CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL

810 N BROADWAY

GREENFIELD, IN 46140

The Whitewater Valley Amateur Radio Club VE-Team holds testing opportunities on the first Saturday in February, May, August, and November (next session scheduled for November 1, 2008).  Tests are given at the American Red Cross from 9 to 11 a.m.  Prior to the Test Session, the VE’s meet for breakfast at 8 a.m. at the VFW, located at 213 South 8th Street in Richmond.  All hams and prospective hams are welcome.

A testing session was held on August 2, and with many thanks to Steve Shank (KB9HQX), here are the results:

Seven people took tests, five to upgrade and two to become new Hams.  Two candidates upgraded to General:  Daniel E. Boggs (KC9NZX) and Brian K. Buckler (KD8IMO).  One candidate upgraded to Extra:  Robert D. Carlin II (KC9NFQ).  These upgrades took effect on August 11, 2008.  Regretfully, two of those who attempted upgrades were unsuccessful and will try again later.

Two people took and passed the Element 2, Technician Exam:  Michael E. Stevens (KC9OCZ) and Gary Clemmons (KC9ODA).

Congratulations to those who upgraded as well as to Richmond’s newest Hams!!

VE’s were Fred Adelsperger (W9PBY), Mike “Big Pen” Chambers (W1IDX), Don Cook (K9GT), Herb McAdams (N9XC), Charles Philhower (WA9KZC), Steve Shank (KB9HQX), Ron Showalter (KA9EEA), and Tracy Nash (KC9HTV), serving at his first Test Session as a VE.  Lending moral support was Henry Rice (KC9JXX).  Thank you all for your time and support!
Wayne County ARES:  On each Wednesday at noon the 147.270 repeater will automatically run an Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) test alert that will run at the same time that the Wayne County 9-1-1 Center test the emergency sirens in Richmond.  (These are the strange noises you hear at that time on the RFD dispatch frequency as each siren is sent a message to turn on.)
 
This test will serve to remind all of us that at any moment that you as an amateur radio operator may be needed to serve your community.  If you haven't joined your local ARES group, please contact your Emergency Coordinator (EC) to register.  For Wayne County please contact Mike Chambers (W1IDX).

Remember the Sunday Night Net, info at the top of the newsletter.
Remember the Monday night net on 147.045+ (131.8) at 8:00 P.M.  Check-ins are as follows:
1st Monday of each month:
     Chapter 205, Quarter Century Wireless Association (QCWA) 
2nd Monday:
     Wayne County SATERN (Salvation Army Team Emergency Radio Net)
3rd Monday:
     Wayne County ARES (Amateur Radio Emergency Service) 
4th Monday:
     (Presently unassigned - have a suggestion?) 
Should there be a 5th Monday in a month, QCWA will run their net again.

All of these are OPEN nets and all amateurs are invited to check in and pass traffic for the good of area amateurs.  You do not have to be a QCWA member or associate member to participate.

QCWA:  Regular QCWA national membership is limited to those who have held a license at least twenty-five years ago.  You do not have to be licensed during the entire period.  Our chapter also recognizes those amateurs and non-amateurs who support our chapter with a free Friends of the Chapter membership until such time as one has the prerequisite twenty-five years.  To join as an associate, just send an email to Mike Chambers (w1idx@arrl.net) requesting to join.  Ask Mike about the monthly breakfast meetings, too.

Contest Information is available at http://www.arrl.org/contests/calendar.html.
Upcoming hamfests:  Info is available at http://www.arrl.org/hamfests.html#listing by putting in your qualifications.

Mark Your Calendar:  Next VE Test Session on Saturday, November 1st, at the American Red Cross, 1417 North A Street from 9:00 AM until 11:00 AM. (The VE’s will meet for breakfast at the VFW at 8:00 AM.)

Reminder: Club members meet at J’s II Restaurant, 850 South N Street, on Thursday afternoons at 2:00 PM. Stop by for coffee and good fellowship.

Club Membership:  Yearly dues are as follows:

$15
Full membership

$ 5
Associate membership*; OR under age 18, licensed; OR second licensed household member

$ 5 discount for age 65 or older

$ 5 penalty if renewing after January Club meeting.

New members who join after June 30 will pay half normal dues for the first year only.

*Associate members cannot vote or hold a Club office.  (Must be a licensed amateur for full membership, to vote and/or hold office.)

ROSTERS:  If you are a Club member in need of a roster or an updated one, I can email it to you (kathie0802@hotmail.com).  If you don’t have Internet access, I can bring a printout to the meeting.  You can usually get info about other Hams at Websites like QRZ.com.

NOTE:  Sample license exams, class and exam dates and locations, amateur radio news, games, and many other resources are available on the ARRL Website at www.arrl.org.

Minutes of the Club Meeting

The August 2008 meeting was held on the 12th at the Richmond Red Cross, with President Mark Lasley (WN9L) presiding.  Eighteen members and guests were present.  Jack Durham (KC9MWL) led the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.

Don Cook (K9GT), Treasurer, gave the financial report.  Fred Adelsperger (W9PBY) made a motion to approve, seconded by Ray Rice (KC9JLW), approved.

The minutes from the July meeting were approved as posted online.

Business:

1. Former Club President Ronald Stier (W1ICZ) is at Reid Hospital.  A motion was made, seconded, and approved to send flowers paid for by the Club treasury.

2. Moonlight Parade, September 13, 2008:  Jack Durham (KC9MWL) volunteered himself and Caleb to coordinate with Jeff Norris (KB9ZJV), who works for the City of Richmond.  Anyone who is willing to help that evening, please contact Jack.

3. Bill Hays from London, KY, standing wave presentation:  We are still waiting on a date and (partially because of that) a good idea of the number of people expected to attend.  All of this makes it more difficult to choose a place to hold this event.  Mark would like to have this in September, so he will get possible dates from Mr. Hays and talk to Becky Cooper at the theater box office, and we will go from there.  Hams from the surrounding area (Eaton, Winchester, Connersville, Hamilton, and Randolph County, for example) will be invited and welcomed.  Advertising for this event was discussed, such as posting on the WVARC Website and other radio-related sites, announcements on nets, and flyers in store windows.

Break for cookies and tickets.  (Charlie Philhower, WA9KZC, wasn’t there to make coffee!)

Danny Boggs (KC9NZX) won the drawing.  He paid for Club membership (half-price for a new member joining after June 30) and donated the rest to the treasury.

4. No final results from Field Day (June 28 and 29) yet.  Jeff Norris has been sick.

5. Discussion about the August 2 test session.

6. Discussion about a safety notice (sign) to be attached to the Club tower, prohibiting unauthorized climbers.

7. Discussion about a computer virus.

8. EchoLink is down, awaiting repairs.  (NOTE: According to Mike Chambers, W1IDX, on the Sunday night net, repairs have been made and it is up and running again.)

It was moved, seconded, and approved to adjourn.  Meeting adjourned.

 “The Best Amateur Radio Club in Richmond.”

Serving the Whitewater Valley since 1974.

The Whitewater Valley Amateur Radio Club, Inc., is an ARRL affiliated club.

The Whitewater Valley Amateur Radio Club-VE Team.

Support your club & attend a meeting.

Club Callsign: N9JM

Repeater: 147.270+, with a PL Tone of 131.8 -W1IDX

146.490 Simplex

W1IDX Repeater Group:

147.27+  (PL TONE 131.8) W Richmond 100 watts (ERP 600 watts) 100' w/ autopatch

NET SUN. NIGHT 8PM

147.045+  (PL TONE 131.8) Downtown Richmond 25 watts (ERP 150 watts) 100'

QCWA NET MON. NIGHT 8PM
147.525  (PL 131.8) Downtown Richmond 50 watts (ERP 200 watts) 80' Echo-Link

147.585 SIMPLEX (224.740- LINK) (PL TONE 131.8.) S Richmond 25 watts (ERP 100 watts) 80' Crossband Repeater

224.740- (PL 127.3) S Richmond 35 watts (ERP 175 watts) 125' w/ 147.585 repeater

444.350+ (PL 127.3) Downtown Richmond 20 watts (ERP 150) 150'
Node Number is 332794
W1IDX Repeater Group. Serving Wayne County Amateurs

Thanks to Mike Chambers, W1IDX.

147.390+, with a PL Tone of 127.3 

Thanks to Buster Webb, KG9ND

If you have any suggestions or comments, upcoming events or other information, please contact me at kathie0802@hotmail.com or 765-855-3258.  I would welcome your help and input.  (Thanks, Mike!!!)

Always many thanks to Mark Lasley (WN9L), who maintains the Club Website and posts this newsletter each month!

73 - Your Newsletter Staff – 

Kathie, KC9KIE
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